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" But I do not wish to weary, but to attract you, if possible,
to the close study of Scottish history. I have thought that
by so doing I could, without presumption or didactic affecta-
tion, best fulfil the duty imposed upon me. You are the best
judges how far such a pursuit would suit your manifold
dispositions. Around you learning spreads her various wares;
you have but to pick and choose. You are the generation
that holds for the present the succession to the long roll of
famous men who have adorned this University. They have
handed to you the light; it is for you to transmit it. The
vestal lamp of knowledge may flicker, but it never dies ; even
in the darkest hour of dormant civilisation, it found loving
hands to cherish and to tend it. To you that lamp has been
given by those who have watched over it in these ancient
colleges. I hope and believe it will not wax duller in your
hands, but rather that you will show forth its radiance in
whatever part of the world you may be called upon to wield
that influence which every educated man must exercise.

" And how solemn a moment is that passing forth from the
cloisters of learning into the great Vanity Fair of the world,
there to make, for good or for evil, the choice of Hercules
and abide by the result. Even I may, without presumption,
indicate to you the crucial importance of that crisis of your
lives, when it lies with you to decide whether your career
shall be a heritage of woe or a fruitful blessing and an
honoured memory. Day by day, the horizon of human
possibility, which now lies so unbounded before you, must
contract; the time must come when, under the stroke of
illness or the decay of nature, hope, and health, the pride
and power of life and intellect, which now seem so inseparable
from your triumphant youth, will have passed away. There
will then be no surer consolation, humanly speaking, than the
consciousness of honest hope fulfilled, of health not abused,
of life and intellect exerted in all its strength and fulness, not
like water poured upon the sand, but for the raising and
bettering in some degree of some portion of your fellow-men.
I would fain hope that this living mass of generous youth
before me was animated by no less a hope, by no lower an
inspiration, and that in coming years it will be my pride and
privilege to hear of some of you at any rate receiving the
merited praises of grateful mankind.

" And if I might address your venerable University which
has conferred so gracious and so undeserved an honour
upon me, I would say, in the words with which the Psalmist